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(Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew) 

a specialist and authority on African plants, especially the families Commelinaceae, 
Steruliaceae, Chenopodiaceae and Leguminosae; he has made extensive observations 
and collections throughout Tropical and Southern Africa which form the bases for 
numerous publications to his credit, these include a descriptive check list of the Woody 
Plants of Tanganyika (1949) published in collaboration with P. J. Greenway as well as 
valuable contributions to the Floras of Tropical East-Africa, West Tropical Africa and 
Flora Zambesiaca; he has been associated with a number of important scientific 
societies, having been Botanical Secretary of the Linnean Society of London from 
1965-72, President of the Association of Tropical Biology in 1970—71 and is also a 
member of the Library and Scientific Committees of the Royal Horticultural Society; 
throughout his botanical career he has kept a close liaison with Kirstenbosch and other 
major South African Botanical Institutes, to which he has given freely of his advice 
concerning matters of policy and management. 


